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Senator Mike Wilson Honored as 2014 

KACCS Legislator of the Year 

Kentucky State Senator 

Mike Wilson of Bowling 

Green received the 

2014 KACCS Legislator 

of the Year award at the  

Educational Conference 

& Annual Meeting this 

August. In accepting the 

award, Senator Wilson 

said he was honored and 

lauded KACCS mem-

bers for their dedication 

to education and success 

in preparing students for 

the workforce.  He 

shared that, according to 

the U.S. Chamber of 

Commerce, three mil-

lion jobs go unfilled eve-

ry year, “because our 

people do not have the 

skills to fill those jobs.”  

Continuing, he stated, 

“in my particular area 

right now, by 2016, we 

will have a deficit of 

4,500 workers.  By the 

year 2020, that will 

grow to 9,000.  Your 

schools are doing valua-

ble work because the 

need is so great.  I look 

forward to collaborat-

ing with you in the fu-

ture to ensure that Ken-

tuckians are educated 

and employed.” 

In addition to chairing 

the Senate Education 

Committee, Sen. Wilson 

also serves on the Budg-

et Review Subcommittee 

on Education and Eco-

nomic Development, the 

Tourism & Labor, and 

the Veterans, Military 

Affairs & Public Protec-

tion committees.   

Rep. Derrick Graham, 

Chair of the House Edu-

cation Committee and 

Rep. Dennis Horlander, 
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National College recent-

ly welcomed Senator 

John Schickel as their 

honored speaker for the 

ribbon cutting ceremony 

at their new campus fa-

cility in Florence.  In ad-

dition to awarding two 

graduates with senate 

citations, Senator Shickel 

shared his thoughts on 

the advantages of career 

colleges.  Sharing a 

quote from The Road Less 

Traveled, he shared, “‘Life 

is difficult.’  Very few stu-

dents come from families 

that can go to four year 

institutions and don’t 

have to work.” He 

thanked the college for 

reaching out to today’s 

new traditional students 

who are working, have 

families and other chal-

lenges in their lives, “for 

Sen. Schickel Speaks at Campus Opening 

Sen. Mike Wilson, Rep. Derrick 

Graham and Rep. Dennis  

Horlander at the KACCS  

Annual Meeting 

Senator Schickel with  

Campus Director, Amy Brown 

Senator Wilson with  

Greg Brotzge of KACCS 

KACCS’ 2013 Legislator of 

the Year award recipient, 

also attended the event, 

which honored not only 

Sen. Wilson, but several 

educators and schools as 

well.  Information about 

the other awards present-

ed can be found on page 4. 

meeting these students 

where they’re at, not 

some idealistic vision of 

where they should be.”  



President’s Corner 

Legislative Update 

ly 2 out of every 3 stu-

dents enroll in college 

out of high school but 

nearly half will drop 

out.  Many who do con-

tinue and earn a degree 

are finding they are not 
adequately prepared for 

employment in today’s 

workforce or are find-

ing themselves in over-

saturated markets.  Ac-

cording to a Harvard 

University report, by 

2018, 33% of all jobs 

will require a four year 

degree while 57% of all 

jobs projected will re-

quire technical skills 

and training at the cre-

dential or associate de-

gree level.  Our schools 

are helping close this 

gap in Kentucky’s 

workforce training 

needs. 

Our schools are instru-

mental in the higher 

A report released earli-

er this year by The Lu-

mina Foundation stated 

that, “31.7 percent of 

Kentucky’s 2.3 million 

working-age adults 

(ages 25-64) hold a two 
or four-year college 

degree.”  This falls be-

low the national aver-

age of 39.4 percent.  As 

our nation’s population 

becomes more diverse, 

higher education attain-

ment among un-

derrepresented groups 

becomes more im-

portant.  Low-income 

and first generation col-

lege students and adults 

are an underrepresent-

ed population in higher 

education.  The Associ-

ation of Private Sector 

Colleges and Universi-

ties reports that 63% of 

students at private sec-

tor colleges and univer-

sities are Pell Grant re-

cipients, 76% are inde-

pendent and 51% are 

first generation college 

students.  All of these 

factors indicate that our 

sector is instrumental in 
helping fill the education 

gap in the Common-

wealth.   

Beyond just filling the 

gaps in higher education, 

however, career colleg-

es are instrumental in 

filling the skills gap.  In 

our ever changing, global 

economy, there is a mis-

alignment between high-

er education and our 

workforce.  We have a 

‘college for all’ mentality 

in our nation when, in 

reality, many of the posi-

tions available within 

our workforce don’t 

require a four year de-

gree. 

Currently, approximate-

Returning to the 

House, there are about 

twenty races that are in 

play and will go a long 

way in determining 

whether the Republi-

cans achieve their goal 
or the Democrats re-

verse the trend and 

actually gain seats, as 

several have suggested. 

It is interesting to note 

that, even in this hotly 

contested election, 46 

this could happen, our 

research indicates that 

the House will stay in 

Democratic control.  

The most likely scenario 

is a Republican pick-up of 

one to two seats. 
The Kentucky Senate is 

firmly in Republican con-

trol and will remain so 

heading into the 2015 

session.  The expectation 

is that the Republicans 

may pick up one seat.   
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education landscape. Each 

day our educators and ad-

ministrators are making a 

positive impact on the lives 

of thousands of students as 

we prepare them with hands 

on skills for high demand 

positions within our work-

force.  Our institutions are 

educating students with ca-

reer-focused curriculum in 

some of the fastest growing 

occupations.   

As Senator Wilson stated in 

his remarks at our annual 
meeting this year, “The im-

portance of career colleges 

for workforce development 

cannot be underestimated 

because the schools are fill-

ing a real need.  The schools 

are more and more being 

recognized as student’s first 

choice for cost and substan-

tive education because what 

you teach does work.” 

Jan Gordon,  

KACCS President  

jgordon@spencerian.edu 

Fall Election Heading 

into the Home 

Stretch 

With a little over a 

month to go, the fall 

election is coming into 

sharper focus.  The main 
topic of conversation all 

year was whether the 

Republicans would take 

control of the Kentucky 

House for the first time 

since the 1920’s.  While 

there is still a chance that 

House members have al-

ready been determined to 

lack opposition in the fall.  If 

the Republicans do gain con-

trol of the House, expect a 

shift in the agenda.  The 

numbers will be close 

enough that it remains to be 

seen how many initiatives 

actually become law. 

For additional information 

on any of these issues, con-

tact Greg Brotzge at   
gbrotzge@impactgovrelations.com  



Medical Assisting Students Serve their 

Community at Local Health Fair 
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Association Welcomes New Members 

KACCS is pleased to 
have recently welcomed 
MedQuest College’s Lou-
isville, Kentucky campus 
as the newest member of 
our association.  
MedQuest’s mission is 
to: 
 Promote excellence 

in teaching and learn-
ing, 

 Increase student ac-
cess to learning 
through the use of 
technology, 

 Provide repetition 
through hands-on 
instruction and 

 Assist graduates in 
securing gainful em-
ployment in the 
medical or dental 
professions. 

MedQuest College cur-
rently offers programs in 
Comprehensive Medical 
Assisting and Compre-
hensive Dental Assisting 
and they are accredited 
by the Accrediting Bu-

reau of Health Education 
Schools.  
To learn more about the 
opportunities offered at 
the MedQuest College, 
visit them online at 
medquestcollege.edu.  

Several new associate 
members were also wel-
comed this summer in-
cluding: Champion Col-
lege Services, Financial 

Aid Experts, Goodheart-
Willcox Publisher, ACICS 
and Turning Technolo-
gies.  These great organi-
zations joined continuing 
members: Ambassador 
Education Solutions, Cen-
gage Learning, Elsevier 
Publishing, 
MaxKnowledge, 
McGraw-Hill Higher Edu-
cation, Medline Indus-
tries, Paradigm Education 
Solutions, Pearson Learn-
ing Solutions, TextAim 
and UNISA, Inc. 

On August 28th, medical 

assisting students from 

the National College 

Danville, Kentucky cam-

pus conducted health 

screenings at their local 

Walmart.  Under the su-

pervision of Director of 

Health Care Education, 

Stephanie Slone and in-

structor Jennifer Lyon, 

the students performed 

blood pressure and 

blood glucose checks for 

over sixty shoppers who 
visited their booth. 

“The health fair at 

Walmart was a great les-

son.  Encouraging and 

challenging shoppers to 

allow us to test them and 

[educating them on] the 

importance of knowing 

their numbers was invig-

orating,” said medical as-

sisting student, Melanie 

Caulder. “The experi-

ence was a great oppor-

tunity to practice our 

skills.” 

Student, Jessica Pike, also 
felt that the event was a 

good hands-on experi-

ence, and she enjoyed 

the opportunity to rep-

resent National Col-

lege.  “I enjoyed walking 

around and telling peo-

ple about our school 

and my experience as a 

student at National,”  

she said. 

Stephanie and Jennifer 

both felt the students did 

an outstanding job per-

forming the screenings.  

“They were very profes-

sional and showed confi-

dence in their skills,” 

Stephanie said. 

New Online Course Available in the KACCS Online Training Center 

WS101-Questioning 

Skills is a brand new 

online course available in 

the KACCS Online 

Training Center.  Asking 

questions is an essential 

element of communica-

tion, especially when 

working with students.  

This course provides an 

in-depth understanding 

of the purpose and types 

of meaningful questions.  

In this tutorial, you will 

be introduced to fresh 

techniques as well as a 

framework to help re-

fine your questioning to 

an art.  In addition, the 

course examines the 

counterpoint of ques-

tioning - skillful listening - 

and how both are neces-

sary to be the most effec-

tive.  Learn more about 

this course and other op-

portunities on the 

KACCS Online Training 

Center at 

www.kaccstraining.org.    



Instructor of the Year and Rising Star 

Instructor Awarded  
gy & Design.  Ms. Gibson 

not only serves students 

in the classroom, but also 

recognizes the im-

portance of working with 

each student individually 

and with other depart-
ments at the college to 

identify and help students 

overcome the barriers to 

success in their educa-

tional efforts. Additional-

ly, she is active in multiple 

professional associations 

and advisory boards.  Re-

maining active in her field 

helps ensure the skills she 

brings to the classroom 

remain relevant to to-

day’s students.    

Other finalists recognized 

in the instructor category 

were: Phil Bloomfield, 

Lisa Drennan, John Fos-

ter, George Oberg, Diana 

Year award was Treeva 

Frames-Baisas of Spen-

cerian College, Louisville.  

In addition to the impact 

she and her students 

have on their community 

during hands-on learning 
opportunities in the 

healthcare field, Ms. 

Baisas also organized and 

led their school’s local 

chapter of HOSA to na-

tional level victories this 

year. Maria McCormick 

stated that Baisas’ tech-

niques help, “bridge the 

gap between the text-

book and what the stu-

dents understand.”    

The winner of the 

KACCS 2014 Rising Star 

Instructor award was 

Malandra Gibson of Sulli-

van College of Technolo-
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The dedicated profession-

als we have in our class-

rooms help set our 

schools’ programs apart as 

we prepare students for 

the ever changing work-

force.  Their time, experi-
ence, ability to motivate, 

creativity and instructional 

abilities provide our stu-

dents with the skills neces-

sary to find success in 

their chosen profession.  

This August, KACCS was 

pleased to have the op-

portunity to honor excep-

tional faculty members 

who go above and beyond 

in the classroom and rep-

resent the highest levels of 

excellence in their fields.   

The winner of the KACCS 

2014 Instructor of the 

While virtually all KACCS 

member schools regularly 

participate in programs 

benefiting their communi-

ties, some projects stand 

out and combine class-

room learning with hands-

on experience.  National 

College’s, Pikeville cam-

pus, winner of the 2014 

KACCS Community Ser-

vice Award, does just this 

KACCS Community Service Award Winner Recognized  

with an annual event 

they hold in cooperation 

with numerous commu-

nity partners where col-

lectively more than 100 

service hours were con-

tributed this year by 

school members. 

Seven years ago, the col-

lege hosted their first 

ever Healthy Fun Fair to 

celebrate the addition of 

their nursing program.  

This past year, the cam-

pus held their 6th annual 
event in collaboration 

with over 30 community 

partners bringing much 

needed medical services 

to the residents of south-

eastern Kentucky. 

Over 1,000 community 

members attended the 

free event where health 

screenings, wellness infor-

mation and interactive 

safety demon-

strations took 

place in a carni-

val like atmos-

phere.  Students 

in  the school’s 

nursing, medical 

and phlebotomy 
programs had 

the opportunity 

to provide over 

100 blood pres-

sure checks, blood glu-

cose screenings, BMI 

evaluations and first aid 

providing invaluable ex-

perience practicing skills 

they will use in their new 

careers. 

National College Representatives (left to 

right): Amy Brown, Roger Dalton, Tammy 

Riley, Vincent Tinebra, Kimberly Thomas-

son, Lee Bowling and Keeley Gadd 

Rising Star Instructor,  

Malandra Gibson (center) 

with Sheree Koppel and Chris 

Ernst of Sullivan College of 

Technology & Design 

Instructor of the Year, 

Treeva Frames-Baisas (rt.) 

with Jan Gordon of  

Spencerian College Louisville 

Roman-Negron, and 

Stephanie Sloan. 



 
Page 

5 
KENTUCKY ASSOCIATION OF  

CAREER COLLEGES AND SCHOOLS 

 SAVE THE DATE 

 2015 KACCS Symposium 

 Friday, March 6, 2015 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

KACCS Members Make Donations 

to Benefit Blessings in a Backpack 

KACCS 2014 Educational Conference & Annual Meeting Provided Learning 

and Networking Opportunities  

KACCS Board Members pictured with  

donated items (left to right): Brett Weber, 

Robert Rodgers, Cindy Landry, Jan Gordon, 

David Keene, Mark Mann, Keeley Gadd,  

Vincent Tinebra, Chris Ernst 

KACCS members 

from across the Com-

monwealth joined to-

gether at the Annual 

Meeting this year to 

assist local schools in 

their Blessings in a 

Backpack programs.  

The program is a na-

tional effort started in 

Kentucky by a teacher 

who realized students 

on free or reduced 

lunch were tired, 

hungry and sluggish 

on Monday mornings 

due to lack of nour-

ishment received on 

weekends.  The pro-

gram was formed to 

provide students with 

backpacks of food for 

weekend meals and is 

now present in over 

600 schools across 

46 states with many 

programs locally. 

Hundreds of food 

items were donated 

by conference at-

tendees filling a total 

of eight boxes.   

Donations were 

made to the Jeffer-

son Co. program 

benefitting numer-

ous area schools. 

This August, more than 

150 professionals from 

career colleges and 

schools and various ser-

vice providers attended 

the 2014 KACCS Educa-

tional Conference & An-

nual Meeting at Sullivan 

University in Louisville.   

 

Look for presentation proposal  
details on our website in  

November and registration  
information in January. 

Dr. Aaron Thompson, Executive 

Vice President and Chief      

Academic Officer for the      

Kentucky Council on Postsecond-

ary Education delivered the 

morning keynote address. 

Bruce Leftwich of the Associa-

tion of Private Sector Colleges 

& Schools discussed how our 

sector fits into the bigger pic-

ture of American prosperity 

and exceptionalism. 

Fourteen organizations  

offering services to career 

colleges and schools were 

present to provide        

information about available 

opportunities. 

Dr. Henry Johnson concluded 

the conference with an    

energetic presentation on 

critical thinking and  

increasing student motivation 

to learn. 

The event kicked off 

with a membership 

meeting Thursday even-

ing and continued for a 

full day educational con-

ference Friday where 14 

presenters provided at-

tendees a variety of ses-

sion options to ensure 

individuals at all levels of 

operation within our 

member organizations 

benefited from profes-

sional development op-

portunities. 

Students from Sullivan 

University’s National Cen-

ter for Hospitality Studies 

prepared and served an 

exceptional Kentucky 

themed luncheon for at-

tendees and special guests.   

Special thanks to Debbie 

Burke of National College 

and Ellen Cook of Sullivan 

University System for 

providing pictures from 

the meeting for our news-

letter.  



KACCS Membership 
ATA College 

Louisville, KY 
Beckfield College 

Florence, KY 
College for Technical Education 

Lexington, KY 
Daymar College 

Albany, KY 
Bowling Green, KY 
Clinton, KY 

Madisonville, KY 
Owensboro, KY 

Paducah, KY 
Russellville, KY 

Scottsville, KY 
Daymar College - Online 

Louisville, KY 
DeVry University 

Louisville, KY 
ITT Technical Institute 

Lexington, KY 
Louisville, KY 

Kentucky Horseshoeing School 
Richmond, KY 
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Find us Online at: 
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Medical Career & Technical 

College 
Richmond, KY 

Medtech College 
Lexington, KY 

MedQuest College 
Louisville, KY 

National College 
Danville, KY 

Florence, KY 
Lexington, KY 

Louisville, KY 
Pikeville, KY 

Richmond, KY 
Spencerian College 

Lexington, KY 
Louisville, KY 
Sullivan College of Technology  

and Design 
Louisville, KY 

Sullivan University 
Fort Knox, KY 

Lexington, KY 
Louisville, KY 

Online Division 
 

Share Your Stories With Us! 
To have your organization highlighted 

in a future KACCS newsletter, please 

submit your story ideas and best  

practices for consideration to  

candacebensel@kycareercolleges.org.  

The deadline for the next KACCS 

Newsletter is Monday, December 15th.  

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS: 

Accrediting Council for  
Independent Colleges and Schools 

Ambassador Education Solutions 
Cengage Learning 

Champion College Services 
Elsevier Publishing 

Financial Aid Experts 
Goodheart-Willcox Publisher 

MaxKnowledge 
McGraw-Hill Higher Education 

Medline Industries, Inc. 
Paradigm Education Solutions 

Pearson Learning Soultions 
TextAim 

Turning Technologies 
UNISA Inc. 


